TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Regular Town Council Session
[bookmark: _Hlk718136]Date & Time:   March 3, 2020 7:00 pm

[bookmark: _Hlk717983]Call to Order:   Mayor Fletcher  7:00pm

[bookmark: _Hlk717971]Prayer:   Jesus Cabrera

[bookmark: _Hlk717992]Pledge of Allegiance:	  Debra Barr
	
[bookmark: _Hlk718002]Those Present:	   CB Fletcher, Dale Rogers, Chuy Cabrera, Sherrill Teeter, Debra Barr, Sean Lewis

Approval of Minutes of the Regular Town Council Meeting held  February 4, 2020 7:00 pm.

Motion By:  Debra Barr with the exception of one change – Change Mr. Bryce’s name from Lance to Vance
2nd:  Dale Rogers
Vote: Unanimous


CALL TO THE PUBLIC

Those wishing to address the Council are required to register by completing and signing an individual speaker’s form with the Clerk before the meeting and must be recognized by the Mayor before speaking.  Time permitting; each presentation will be given approximately three (3) minutes.  It is probable that each representative will be limited to one speaker per organization.  Action taken as a result of public comment will be limited to directing staff to study or reschedule the matter for further consideration at a later date.

Ashley Smith introduced herself and stated that she has been hired to the Census Coordinator for Graham County, she will be over every aspect of 2020 Census.  She is getting the word out on the importance of everyone participating in this project which will run from March 12th to July 31st.  Citizens can go on-line, to a public designated place, by phone or by mail.  In April, the Census employees will visit the homes of those citizens who have not yet participated.

Vance Bryce from the Graham County Chamber of Commerce presented several events that are scheduled in the County, including the Open House for The House of Hope Sober Living & Prevention Center on March 4 at 10:00 am; a Wedding & Event Fair on March 7; a  Community Meeting  at Discovery Park Campus on March 10 at 5:30 pm; a Golf Tournament on March 14th; and an Grand Opening for Gordmans, on March 31, they are located in the building were Stage was.

DECLARATION ON CONFLICT OF INTEREST

The council members and staff have a right to declare a conflict of interest.  The declaration of a conflict of interest must be made prior to discussion of any agenda item in which Council members or staff members determine they have a conflict of interest.	

COUNCIL BUSINESS

1.  Paityn Mattice will report to the Council on the success of the 3rd annual Lantern Lighting that took place on 2-29-2020.  Paityn represented the Student Council and reported that the Lantern Lighting went very well, there were about 400 in attendance, fireworks were added to the event this year. She thanked the Town for their support and the Police and Fire for their support.  They profited about $2300 which they will donate a portion to the families of the three young men who were in the fatal accident, the remaining money will be used to fund other student body activities.  It was a great event and will be done again next year. 

2. Discussion and Possible decision on the Police Department applying for a USDA Grant.  Chief Cauthen will address the Council.  Officer Gary Graves is spear heading the grant which is a $240,000 grant which could pay for several vehicles and a side by side to be used by the Police Department.  They are in the 2nd step of the process which requires permission from the Council to continue.  The grant will fund up to 85%, we will fill in the rest, or we would be able to secure a loan from them.  It definitely fits into our budget.
Motion:  To authorize Chief Cauthen and Officer Graves to continue with the grant process.
Motion By:  Dale Rogers 2nd:  Sherrill Teeter  Vote:  Unanimous

3. Chief Cauthen will update the Council on the new police vehicles.
Discussion:   Chief Cauthen reported that they should receive the new vehicles in approximately 1 – ½ weeks.  This will allow each full-time officer to have a new vehicle, they will be fully marked with the ghost markings.

DEPARTMENT BUSINESS:

CITY SERVICES

SANITATION

PUBLIC WORKS – This has been an exceptional busy time for all the weeds, the cemetery is looking good, low weeds.  The new curbing has been completed and ready to be used.  The road project will be done in June, just a few days to complete that.

EMERGENCY SERVICES  - The Police, Fire and EMT’s have been busy with assisting where needed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]PLANNING & ZONING  - The site plan for the pharmacy has been approved and it is a beautiful building.  The Cottonwood Crossing sub-division is being reviewed by the engineers, they are considering running the sewer to the project.  This particular project will not be paid for by the town, they will absorb the cost.  The Town in not interested in competing with local businesses, but we could possibly do the work if needed for a price. If the sewer is put into the sub-division, the road would have to be redone. 


CONSENT AGENDA:

MANAGER’S REPORT

FINANCIAL REPORT – Audit ended today, it went well.  We will wait for their complete report.  We are aware of areas we need to improve.  The biggest change will be the Fire Department and how their finances are presently being done.

A short report on the Embezzlement case was given by Sean, he reported that he met with the attorneys for a pre-trial conference.  A plea agreement will be signed by Barbara, however, she is asking for a hearing as to how we came up with the dollar amounts.  Sean and Jim Usevitch (auditor) will be subpoenaed to appear with our records and documentations.  Insurance has reimbursed the town $65,000, however an additional $17,000 was found for the previous year, the $17,000 will be paid by restitution directly to the Town of Pima, and is to be paid before the rest of the money.

BUILDING PERMIT REPORT

POLICE ACTIVITY REPORT: 

LIBRARY REPORT: 


At the end of the meeting, Mayor Fletcher challenged all to get involved with the Census, it is critical to get a good count, as all funding is based on the Census.

POSSIBLE AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING



Motion to Adjourn:  Sherrill Teeter
2nd:   Dale Rogers
Adjourned:   7:40 pm


***Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act & Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in public meetings.  Individuals with disabilities who need a reasonable accommodation to participate in these meetings, or who require this information in an alternate format, may call the Town of Pima at 485-2611 or TDD (928) 428-0778, as soon as possible to allow sufficient time to arrange for the accommodation.
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