TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Regular Town Council Session

Date & Time: 03 November 2015, 7:00 PM

Call to Order:
7:00
Prayer:
Vice Mayor Rogers
Pledge of Allegiance: Councilman Woods
Those Present: Mayor Tom Claridge, Vice Mayor Dale Rogers, Councilman Russell Woods, Councilwoman Debbie Barr, Town Attorney Travis Ragland, Town Manager Jeff McCormick
Approval of Minutes of the Regular Town Council Meeting held 06 October 2015. 
Motion by Vice Mayor Rogers; seconded by Councilman Woods. Vote 4 to 0. 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC

Those wishing to address the Council are required to register by completing and signing an individual speaker’s form with the Clerk before the meeting and must be recognized by the Mayor before speaking.  Time permitting; each presentation will be given approximately three (3) minutes.  It is probable that each representative will be limited to one speaker per organization.  Action taken as a result of public comment will be limited to directing staff to study or reschedule the matter for further consideration at a later date.

DECLARATION ON CONFLICT OF INTEREST

The council members and staff have a right to declare a conflict of interest.  The declaration of a conflict of interest must be made prior to discussion of any agenda item in which Council members or staff members determine they have a conflict of interest.

COUNCIL BUSINESS
1. Presentation / Update to the Council by Code Enforcement Officer Sean Lewis.  
The agenda item was tabled due to the absence of the presenter. 
2. Discussion and possible decision on reauthorizing the submission of an application for Community Development Block Grant funds to the Arizona Department of Housing. A requirement accompanying the Public Hearing. 
Motion by Councilman Woods; seconded by Councilwoman Barr. Vote 4 to 0. 

3. Discussion and possible decision on the financial requirements of starting a recycling program in the Town of Pima. Debbie Burnett – Vice President and Office Manager of Vista Recycling – presenter.
Debbie Burnett stated recycling prices are some of the lowest seen in the 32 years Vista Recycling has been open. Steel and plastic prices are low and Vista has stopped accepting steel and plastic. Paying a driver and fuel costs to haul steel to Tucson is difficult to justify. For Pima, garbage pickup is more on Mondays and less on Thursdays. On average weekly weight of garbage is 21 tons a week, which averages $921 a week in disposal fees. In Safford, the average weight of recyclables collected is 9.84 tons a week. Safford is being charged $680 for their recycling provider to haul about 6 tons a week. At the current rates, Safford is losing about $1500 a week. Debbie predicted Safford would raise their rates. Recyclable materials must be hauled away or deposited in the landfill. Alternatives for a recycling program in Pima could be looked at. Debbie advised waiting until Safford’s new fee structures are finalized. Recycling containers/dumpsters could be located in Pima. Containers could be leased from Safford’s provider; however, it would not be advisable to sign a contract with them. Friedman Recycling has sued Albuquerque for not meeting the city’s quota of recyclable garbage. Pima could initiate a survey asking residents if they would be interested in participating in a recycling program and using the dumpsters located in town. A proposal for curbside recycling pickup in Morenci indicated residents would be charged an added $20 a month. Curbside recycling in Pima would incur a similar charge to residents. Recycling containers would cost $46 apiece. When Vista started trash pickup in Pima in 2004, disposal fees at the landfill cost the Town between $23,000 and $26,000 a year. The landfill is nearing its capacity faster than expected. Debbie again advised against entering into a contract with Safford’s provider. Safford could allow Pima to dump recyclables at the landfill. Debbie again advised waiting until the new fee structure is finalized sometime next year. Reducing trash pickup to once a week wouldn’t be practical. Monitoring would be difficult. Monthly, quarterly, and seasonal billing cycles are possible, depending on the volume of trash a residence generates.
4. Discussion and possible decision on ADOT Rights of Way along US Highway 70 in Pima. Safford District Engineer Bill Harmon presenter.
Bill Harmon discussed the speed study done along Highway 70. Traffic control practices are typically adjusted based on the behavior patterns of 85% of drivers. If 85% of drivers travel at a particular speed or a lesser speed, then about 15% of drivers are likely exceeding that speed. Speed limits are typically set using this method. ADOT speed studies indicate these the limits currently posted along Highway 70 tend to reflect current patterns of driver’s speed rates. Pedestrian safety across the highway is a priority. A recommendation is placing a warning sign at the intersection of Highway 70 and Patterson Mesa Road. Another recommendation is extending the 45 MPH zone about one third of a mile west of Tripp Canyon Road. However, extending speed zones is typically ignored by drivers, who neglect to slow down. Some drivers will obey speed signs and slow down. The deferential between faster and slower drivers could be a hazard. Most drivers typically travel slightly faster than the posted speed limit. The Town could consider a “road diet” where the highway is narrowed and the number of lanes reduced. It would retain on street parking, and narrowed curbs would decrease crossing distances for pedestrians. Crosswalks could also be elevated so drivers could better see crossing pedestrians. A similar project is being constructed in Tombstone. Some incidents involving pedestrians were caused by foreign visitors looking for traffic approaching from the wrong direction. Speed limits in Tombstone were reduced and curb bulb outs were added were crosswalks are located. A raised median is being designed in Bylas. Vehicles parked along the highway shoulder often obstruct the views of both drivers and pedestrians. Design adjustments along the highway could help slow vehicles down. Another conversation about what a “road diet” involves would be useful. The Tombstone example may be worth looking at. DPS often looks the other way when people pass large vehicles using the center lane. A raised median would retain on street parking.
Mayor Claridge asked about installing lighting at Patterson Mesa Road and the highway. ADOT asks local governments to pay for the electric costs. The intersection is in Pima city limits. The color of LED lighting is considered in order to accommodate the telescopes. Installing delineators could be an option. The Pima pathway is a concrete sidewalk that starts at Tripp Canyon Road and ends at 300 West. The project includes a pedestrian bridge over Cottonwood Wash. The pedestrian bridge will be south of the existing bridge along the highway. A sliver of private land exists between the highway bridge and the railway bridge. Acquisition of rights-of-way caused delays in the project. Advertisement for the project is expected autumn of 2016.
Arizona statutes prohibit advertising being placed alongside highways. Part of ADOT’s mission is to promote commerce. One of ADOT’s tasks is removing memorials, political signs, billboards and advertising from rights-of-way. ADOT asks businesses to remove items that could block sight distances and create a hazard. Drivers may not see items when coming out of a driveway. Items may block access for people using canes or walkers. People may pound posts into the ground along rights-of-way and come close to underground utility lines. The average right-of-way distance from the highway’s centerline in Pima is about 50 feet. The distance varies in different communities and locations. Rights-of-way often end at the sidewalk. Local businesses use the A-frame boards for different reasons, e.g., to discourage people from parking on the sidewalk in front of their business. They’re unsure of the distance required to place the A-frame. Many businesses hang banners at the front of their building. People often ask about getting to the Pima Cemetery. Cemetery signs are currently prohibited along the highway. Councilman Woods mentioned a sign near Globe City Hall that points to a cemetery.
DEPARTMENT BUSINESS:
CITY SERVICES
SANITATION
PUBLIC WORKS 
EMERGENCY SERVICES

PLANNING & ZONING



CONSENT AGENDA:
MANAGER’S REPORT

FINANCIAL REPORT

BUILDING PERMIT REPORT

POLICE ACTIVITY REPORT

LIBRARY REPORT

Motion to approve the consent agenda by Councilwoman Barr; seconded by Vice Mayor Rogers. Vote 4 to 0.  Some potential agenda items are being considered by the Planning and Zoning Board.  Advertisements for vacancies on the Board are scheduled to be printed in the Courier. 


DURING OR AFTER THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING WHICH BEGINS AT 7:00 P.M. ON NOVEMBER 3, 2015 THE COUNCIL MAY ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION

AGENDA:
1. Consultation/Discussion with Attorney for legal advice regarding personnel (A.R.S. 38-431.03A3) (A.R.S. 38-431-03A1)

2. Discussion or consultation for advice with Town Attorney (A.R.S. 38-431.03A3)

3. Discussion and possible decision concerning personnel, financial and property issues.  
POSSIBLE AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Motion to Adjourn: 8:06




***Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act & Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in public meetings.  Individuals with disabilities who need a reasonable accommodation to participate in these meetings, or who require this information in an alternate format, may call the Town of Pima at 485-2611 or TDD (928) 428-0778, as soon as possible to allow sufficient time to arrange for the accommodation.
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